
ADVERTISEMENT

Detroit — A Chicago group that’s won praise for its distinct hotels has
formally closed plans on the historic Detroit Fire Department headquarters
downtown, vowing to retain its industrial charm as it becomes an upscale
boutique hotel.

Aparium Hotel Group said Wednesday that it and Detroit developer Walter
Cohen plan a $28 million renovation of the 1929 building on West Larned
along with an adjacent structure that once housed the famed Pontchartrain
Wine Cellars restaurant. More recently the building, now empty, had become
a nightclub called Envy.
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Former Detroit fire HQ being turned into
boutique hotel
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A man walks past the distinctive arched red doors of the historic and vacant Detroit Fire Department
headquarters building located across the street from Cobo Center in Detroit on July 2, 2014. Developers intend

to turn it into a luxury hotel. (John T. Greilick / The Detroit News)
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The new establishment will be called The Foundation Hotel. It is tentatively
slated to open late next year with 100 rooms.

“We are looking to preserve not only the great history of this building, but,
we want to celebrate Detroit as much as possible,” said Mario Tricoci, CEO
and one of the founders of Aparium.

The buildings are across the street from Cobo Center, whose bookings
continue to increase. The areas’ hotel scene is also surging, giving Detroit a
healthy occupancy rate  of 63 percent, according to convention officials.

Downtown Detroit is a particular hotspot where there are at least two other
plans for hotels in the works.

There’s currently about 4,500 hotel rooms downtown and within a few years
convention  officials expect that number to reach 5,000.

The Foundation Hotel will include an expansive ground floor restaurant in
the former fire engine hall. Aparium has a Michelin-starred restaurateur as
its executive culinary director.

The restaurant will pay homage to the region through partnerships with local
distillers, brewers, farmers , and other food purveyors.

The Detroit hotel is the fourth “locally relevant hotel project” for Aparium,
which was founded by Tricoci and Kevin Robinson.

The group has won numerous awards for its projects, including its
conversion of a former mattress factory in Milwaukee into the Iron Horse
Hotel.

It also was behind The Elysian in Chicago, which was ranked the No. 1 hotel
in Chicago on TripAdvisor for 21 consecutive months. The hotel became a
Waldorf-Astoria in 2011.

In Detroit, “we want to create something that many Detroiters will feel proud
to come to and hang out,” Tricoci said.

But the homage to Detroit authenticity won’t come cheap.

“We anticipate having the highest (room) rates  in the city,” Tricoci said.

laguilar@detroitnews.com
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Aparium Hotel Group
managing partners Mario
Tricoci, left, and Kevin
Robinson, both of Chicago,
plan a $28 million renovation
of the 1929 fire building on
West Larned. The new
establishment will be called
The Foundation Hotel. / John
T. Greilick / The Detroit News

Purchase Image

Zoom

Dow NYSE NASDAQ S&P 500

Bloomberg business report
Updated morning, midday, and after the bell

ADVERTISEMENT

Most Popular

1 dead, 1 arrested, 1 loose after high-speed chase
ends in crash in Detroit

Detroit officers suspended during probe of drug raid
evidence

http://www.detroitnews.com/tos#community
http://www.detroitnews.com/tos#privacy
http://www.detroitnews.com/tos
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140807/BIZ03/308070087
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140807/BIZ/308070069
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140807/BIZ/308070093
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140702/BIZ/307020055#
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140702/BIZ/307020055#
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140702/BIZ/307020055#
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140702/BIZ/307020055#
mailto:laguilar@detroitnews.com
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140702/BIZ/307020055#tabs-1
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140702/BIZ/307020055#tabs-2
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140702/BIZ/307020055#tabs-3
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140702/BIZ/307020055#tabs-4
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BDaRay6_jU_CUEcr7-QP4p4HoBODAvYgFAAAAEAEgqLS8FTgAWNjzqOLHAWDJpoaHzKPAF7IBE3d3dy5kZXRyb2l0bmV3cy5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQnaATlodHRwOi8vd3d3LmRldHJvaXRuZXdzLmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlLzIwMTQwNzAyL0JJWi8zMDcwMjAwNTWYAtg2wAIC4AIA6gIrNzEwMy9taS1kZXRyb2l0LUMxNTYxL0ZsZXhfMi9tb25leS9idXNpbmVzc_gC9NEekAOkA5gD4AOoAwHgBAGgBh4&num=0&sig=AOD64_0gAyTdfxC15-SlzZHRp0MUVrPfHw&client=ca-pub-7521520845913646&adurl=http%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3fa4/3/0/%2a/m%3B283389536%3B0-0%3B0%3B110173853%3B4307-300/250%3B58046782/57935904/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttps://stags.bluekai.com/site/16875?phint=event%3Dclick&phint=aid%3D4243385&phint=pid%3D110173853&phint=cid%3D8204192&phint=crid%3D58046782&done=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.verizonwireless.com%2Fwcms%2Fconsumer%2Fexplore%2Fwhy-verizon.html%3Fcmp%3DBAC-BS-8204192_365116_110173853_58046782
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CxaWUw6_jU5m2Mq6xlALuiYGIDJyO-5AF1NCWjr0Brcr93wUQASDS7LsNUJrh8s0BYMmmhofMo8AXoAHMkebeA8gBAuACAKgDAcgDnQSqBLgBT9CDUCIkDfGt0k_9xeod7wB2XVuAB2lfrQcTdkpngm3eRwEUSpDg51D3nTBCELgWxVdv3_s6HQ2RyeFF2IXgCRnZqOyXX0Zv80JE0PRagyrTb6ABnJX68SQmuUlEM3TB-On650SJZhB8i1tIaxERsxNXBwsXaFClOoRLPrweqFpVzNB8Aa6ins3YOrJMd3UqfK4BGjrhIGZtFkaycFzuEL7H-Fx5IbfO-650Y0pURRmxVFkxGjUSMeAEAYgGAaAGAoAHnO6ZIQ&num=1&cid=5GjTvn_IrRTb1MJ_f2vtoOaa&sig=AOD64_2i8Lp0l4BuNR1EZKuFRkGIMSOdHQ&client=ca-pub-5717092533913515&adurl=https://www.harrys.com/the-truman-set%3Futm_source%3DGoogleDisplayNetwork%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay_ad%26utm_term%3Dwww.detroitnews.com%26utm_content%3D50699235084%26utm_campaign%3DTopics_-_(D)
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140807/METRO01/308070079
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140807/METRO01/308070037


Go to the PhotoStore

Seen in the Photo Store

Purchase Detroit News
images of historic events,
scenes, places and people.

Subscribe

Sign up for home delivery
today

Follow Us On Twitter

Follow Follow @detroitnews@detroitnews

Our apps connect you with
the best news, sports, auto
and entertainment coverage
from our team of award-
winning journalists.

The Detroit News Apps

Stay up to date on the go with the
latest from The Detroit News apps

Archives

Yesterday, Aug. 06

Tuesday, Aug. 05

Monday, Aug. 04

Sunday, Aug. 03

Saturday, Aug. 02

Friday, Aug. 01

Thursday, Jul. 31

See our paid archives for
news older than a week.

More from The Detroit News

by Chinese Americans in the
long gone Chinatown area
has been sold.

12:37 PM

Education Department to
ease college loan rules

9:26 AM

Detroit grocers seek fresh
image

12:17 PM

Fed survey: 4 in 10
Americans in financial
stress in 2013

10:24 AM

Fannie, Freddie post
profits in 2Q; pay dividends

FEATURED JOBS THIS WEEK

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH:

Recruiters, showcase your positions here.

PREVIOUS NEXT

PREVIOUS NEXT

Used Vehicle Sales

Belleville, MI

Medical Laboratory
Technician

Dearborn, MI

Practice Manager
Andersen Eye Associates

Detroit , MI

Payroll HR/AP
Coordinator

Detroit, MI

Tweets by
@detroitnews



News Sports Business Autos Entertainment Lifestyle Opinion Photos Video Shopping Rentals Homes Jobs Cars

615 W. Lafayette Blvd.
Detroit, MI 48226

The Detroit News
Directory + Contacts

Subscriber Services
Newspaper Subscriptions

Advertise
Web + Mobile

Store
Photographs

Connect
Contact The Detroit News

ADVERTISEMENT

FBI seizes work email account of fired Ford
engineer

Tea party must come to its senses

DOWNUP

http://detroitnews.mycapture.com/mycapture/index.asp
http://detroitnews.mycapture.com/mycapture/index.asp
https://www.m2oform.com/DetroitMediaPartnership/DN3day10/
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.detroitnews.com%2Farticle%2F20140702%2FBIZ%2F307020055&region=follow_link&screen_name=detroitnews&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/the-detroit-news/id392380074?mt=8&uo=4
https://market.android.com/details?id=com.doapps.android.mln.MLN_04a7d5453645333814797f7653739861&feature=search_result#?t=W251bGwsMSwxLDEsImNvbS5kb2FwcHMuYW5kcm9pZC5tbG4uTUxOXzA0YTdkNTQ1MzY0NTMzMzgxNDc5N2Y3NjUzNzM5ODYxIl0.
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140702/BIZ/307020055#
http://www.detroitnews.com/section/7daysarchives&archivedate=20140806
http://www.detroitnews.com/section/7daysarchives&archivedate=20140805
http://www.detroitnews.com/section/7daysarchives&archivedate=20140804
http://www.detroitnews.com/section/7daysarchives&archivedate=20140803
http://www.detroitnews.com/section/7daysarchives&archivedate=20140802
http://www.detroitnews.com/section/7daysarchives&archivedate=20140801
http://www.detroitnews.com/section/7daysarchives&archivedate=20140731
http://nl.newsbank.com/nl-search/we/Archives?p_action=keyword&s_search_type=keyword&p_product=DTNB&p_theme=gannett&s_site=detnews
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140807/BIZ/308070097
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140807/BIZ/308070027
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140807/BIZ/308070095
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140807/BIZ/308070073
http://www.michigan.com/jobs
http://www.detroitmedia.com/recruitment/
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140702/BIZ/307020055#
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140702/BIZ/307020055#
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140702/BIZ/307020055#
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140702/BIZ/307020055#
http://www.michigan.com/click/redirect.php?site=cb&o=HotCareer_dn_3416_MAIN__Used+Vehicle+Sales&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.careerbuilder.com%2Fjobseeker%2Fjobs%2Fjobdetails.aspx%3FAPath%3D2.21.0.0.0%26job_did%3DJHQ2D16P4L42PSPYVDK%26sc_cmp1%3Djs_jrp_jobclick%26IPath%3DQHKV0A
http://www.michigan.com/click/redirect.php?site=cb&o=HotCareer_dn_3346_MAIN__Medical+Laboratory+Technician&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.careerbuilder.com%2Fjobseeker%2Fjobs%2Fjobdetails.aspx%3FAPath%3D2.31.0.0.0%26job_did%3DJHQ7F06XLZ11MK3XD8N%26lr%3Dcbga_dna%26sc_cmp1%3Djs_jrp_jobclick%26IPath%3DILKGV0B
http://www.michigan.com/click/redirect.php?site=cb&o=HotCareer_dn_3285_MAIN_Andersen+Eye+Associates_Practice+Manager&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.careerbuilder.com%2Fjobseeker%2Fjobs%2Fjobdetails.aspx%3FAPath%3D2.31.0.0.0%26job_did%3DJHM6VC74B7Q3PP3GXBG%26lr%3Dcbga_dna%26sc_cmp1%3Djs_jrp_jobclick%26IPath%3DILKGV0A
http://www.michigan.com/click/redirect.php?site=cb&o=HotCareer_dn_3409_MAIN__Payroll+HR%2FAP+Coordinator&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.careerbuilder.com%2Fjobseeker%2Fjobs%2Fjobdetails.aspx%3FAPath%3D2.31.0.0.0%26job_did%3DJHL0SP6BB001K8B0XD5%26lr%3Dcbga_dna%26sc_cmp1%3Djs_jrp_jobclick%26IPath%3DILKGV0A
http://www.detroitnews.com/subscribe
https://twitter.com/detroitnews
http://www.detroitnews.com/
http://www.detroitnews.com/
http://www.detroitnews.com/section/sports
http://www.detroitnews.com/section/biz
http://www.detroitnews.com/section/auto01
http://www.detroitnews.com/section/ent
http://www.detroitnews.com/section/lifestyle
http://www.detroitnews.com/section/opinion01
http://apps.detnews.com/apps/multimedia/index.php
http://www.detroitnews.com/section/videonetwork
http://findnsave.detnews.com/
http://www.michigan.com/realestate/apartments
http://www.michigan.com/realestate/
http://www.michigan.com/jobs/
http://www.michigan.com/cars/
http://www.detroitnews.com/section/info
https://www.detroitmedia.com/circulation/detnews/
http://www.michiganmediasolutions.com/
http://detnews.mycapture.com/mycapture/index.asp
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/99999999/INFO/71011001/1421/Contact-The-Detroit-News
http://media.fastclick.net/w/click.here?cid=556630;mid=1099507;m=1;sid=86217;c=0;tp=5;UD=WhIyNzYwMDI0MTg5NTYyMDI1MTOIAfONQ5AB1vwhmAHJoQWgAQGoAQXwAQCyAgwyNC45LjIwNC4yMzQ;forced_click=http://adfarm.mediaplex.com/ad/ck/7474-142431-17922-0?mpt=20140807165647
http://adserver.adtechus.com/adlink/5399/3057526/0/225/AdId=5826904;BnId=1;itime=430596274;kvp36=p36-13m2wkh2vocm61wz;kva=p-zg1srhfrbcruz;kr14135=2094215;kvc=595209;kvi=u-ovwwamm3ykrnanvgatnq;kr11092=2124205;kvl=73458;kvs=728x90;kp=476752;nodecode=yes;link=http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CasyPw6_jU_a2Mo2tkwK12oDwC77cgaEDjuH7lq8BwI23ARABIABQgMfhxARgyaaGh8yjwBeCARdjYS1wdWItNTcxNzA5MjUzMzkxMzUxNaAB0JTA8wPIAQngAgCoAwGqBLYBT9B4m77fxIU5bMPzaOMT2Cj8yPFYttnEzcfJCVJeOzrWTqtpmcO20swKFLr_FeJOXlDhvhNRlscB9K1lFGjcdS0rMKwVUmDvjIBozJfcycr1hN-DdUz8enNrdAq8b8ghAIs8Mfqi7TdaXuEuOjxqw7iH1VXF4wj39DNzs2nhMP2lCjXngVWAGvwxXgejc3UrA9HiDfy-t7jQvNbAiLFcjlR4n7bs_ldoyTNm_9WyKR25tN0OmergBAGABtHWssj79oGqKaAGIQ&num=1&sig=AOD64_0ps1aTqul1GZXzrpunUu0-Deg4OA&client=ca-pub-5717092533913515&adurl=http://exch.quantserve.com/r?a=p-zg1SRhfrBcRUz;labels=_qc.clk,_click.adserver.rtb,_click.rand.72661;rtbip=192.184.68.81;rtbdata2=EAAaDlRyaXBJdF9BdWcyMDE0INz-DSjyvQQwiaokOhpodHRwOi8vd3d3LmRldHJvaXRuZXdzLmNvbVooVS01SzJ3WG5RdDlMdTBxSkJlcGVqQVR0UVl0TDdVWFpCT2EzNnFndXWCMY5CgAHsgMfFC6ABAagB0qeoAboBHUNBRVNFTXFLRm45Z1ZaTi0wVTJrRnZ3TUxLUToxwAHeoJMByAG-qpqL-yjaARZVLU92d3dBTW0zWUtSTmFOdmdBdE5R5QGDB4Q96AFkmAKlxQOoAgWoAgY;redirecturl2=http://servedby.flashtalking.com/click/3/33702;852078;679681;210;0/?g=24104710A4A370&random=852544935&ft_width=728&ft_height=90&url=https://www.tripit.com/pro/features?us=quantcast&um=banner&un=2014Pro&ut=BoldDeclarationsA
http://pixel.quantcount.com/r?a=p-9fYuixa7g_Hm2;rand=72661;labels=_click.creative.iab,_qc.iab.clk.p-zg1SRhfrBcRUz.73458.595209,_qc.template;redirecturl2=http://www.quantcast.com/adchoices
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140807/AUTO0102/308070086
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140807/OPINION01/308070005
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140702/BIZ/307020055#
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140702/BIZ/307020055#


 

(313) 222-2300 Jobs at The Detroit Media
Partnership
Terms of Service
Privacy Notice
Ad Choices
Site Index
Newspapers In Education

Manage Account
Report a Delivery Issue
eEdition
Newsletters
Mobile
RSS

Newspaper
Classifieds
Death Notices

Contact The Detroit Media
Partnership

  Facebook

  Twitter

Google+

© 2014 The Detroit News. All rights reserved. Part of 

  Subscriptions   eEdition   Mobile   Text Alerts   Newsletter   RSS

http://www.michiganmediasolutions.com/
http://www.detroitmedia.com/employment.php
http://www.detroitnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/INFO/71015002/1421
http://www.detroitnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/INFO/71015002/1421
http://www.detroitnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/INFO/71015002/1421#ad_choices
http://www.detroitnews.com/section/sitemaphtml
http://nieonline.com/detroit/index.cfm
https://www.detroitmedia.com/circulation/detnews/
https://www.detroitmedia.com/circulation/detnews/
http://detnews.com/e
http://www.detroitnews.com/section/nlettersubscribe
http://m.detnews.com/
http://www.detroitnews.com/rss
http://www.michiganmediasolutions.com/
http://www.michigan.com/classifieds
http://deathnotices.michigan.com/
http://www.detroitmedia.com/company.html
http://www.facebook.com/DetroitNews
http://twitter.com/detroitnews
https://plus.google.com/+detroitnews
http://www.detroitnews.com/
http://www.medianewsgroup.com/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.michiganmediasolutions.com/
https://www.detroitmedia.com/circulation/detnews/
http://detnews.com/e
http://m.detnews.com/
http://www.detroitnews.com/section/textalerts
http://www.detroitnews.com/section/nlettersubscribe
http://www.detroitnews.com/rss

